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MAKITA RELEASES WORLD’S FIRST  
ANGLE GRINDERS WITH NON-REMOVABLE GUARDS 

 
December 17, 2020, La Mirada, CA – Makita U.S.A., Inc., manufacturer of high-quality 
professional tools and accessories, is proud to announce the world’s first compact industrial 4-
1/2” / 5” angle grinders with non-removable guards (models GA4553R and GA5053R). Compact 
grinders are widely used in commercial construction applications, and these grinders are an 
alternative to standard grinders.    

“Grinder use in the compact industrial class has traditionally been driven by features like power 
and comfort,” said David Fernandez, product manager, concrete and metalworking products, 
Makita U.S.A. “But in recent years we’ve observed a demand for grinders with permanent affixed 
guards due to changes in how industries like energy, mining, and shipbuilding use our products 
in industrial environments. Makita has responded with a new feature: non-removable guards. This 
is a world’s first in the angle grinder category.” 

Two New Industrial Grinders with Non-Removable Guard 

The 4-1/2” and 4-1/2” / 5” Paddle Switch Angle Grinders with non-removable guards can be used 
in concrete/masonry and metal applications. The non-removable guard is permanently attached 
but can quickly be rotated for adjustment by the push of a lever. A cutting guard cover is available 
for any metal cutting applications.  

Additional features include anti-restart protection and a tethering loop. Anti-restart protection is 
an electronic feature engineered to prevent accidental motor start-up in the event that the grinder 
is left in the on-power switch position after a power disruption. The tethering loop at the tail-end 
of the grinder provides a secure connection for attaching a lanyard while operating the grinder at 
heights or on a lift. This feature meets ANSI/ISEA 121-2018 standards, a voluntary requirement 
for tool tethering systems to transport and secure tools and equipment at various heights.  

4 -1/2" Paddle Switch Angle Grinder, with 
Non-Removable Guard (model GA4553R). 



Power, Performance, and an Ergonomic Design 

The angle grinders feature a powerful 11 AMP motor that delivers more output at 11,000 RPM. 
This new motor design delivers high levels of power for high-demand applications. For added 
durability, armature copper coils are epoxy-protected with a zig-zag pattern to protect against 
debris and to sufficiently dissipate heat to prevent overheating.  

The ergonomics of the grinders have been redesigned. Large paddle switches provide multiple 
press points for power-start. The narrower barrel grip design allows for increased hand comfort 
while operating and reduced operator fatigue.  

Compact Industrial Angle Grinder with Removable Guard 

In addition to the GA4553R and GA5053R, another new compact industrial angle grinder is 
launching, the 4-1/2” / 5” Paddle Switch Angle Grinder with AC/DC Switch (model GA5052). It 
also features an 11 AMP motor that delivers 11,000 RPM, as well as an integrated tethering loop 
and standard removable guard with quick push button adjustment.  

All three grinders are ideal for commercial applications including masonry, road and bridge 
construction, pre-cast manufacturing, roofing, metal fabrication, ship building, pipe fitting, 
commercial drywall, steel erectors, MEP contracting, and more.  

For more information about Makita’s angle grinders, please visit makitatools.com 

Specifications 

Model GA4553R GA5053R GA5052 

Description 
4 -1/2" Paddle Switch 

Angle Grinder, with Non-
Removable Guard 

4-1/2" / 5" Paddle Switch 
Angle Grinder, with Non-

Removable Guard 

4-1/2" / 5" Paddle Switch 
Angle Grinder, with AC/DC 

Switch 

Non-removable Guard Yes Yes No 

Wheel Diameter 4-1/2” 4-1/2” / 5” 4-1/2” / 5” 

Motor Amps 11 11 11 

Spindle Type 5/8” – 11 UNC 5/8” – 11 UNC 5/8” – 11 UNC 

No Load Speed 11,000 RPM 11,000 RPM 11,000 RPM 

Lock-On Switch No No No 

Lock-Off Switch Yes Yes Yes 

Tethering Loop Yes Yes Yes 

Anti-Restart 
Protection 

Yes 
Yes No 

Switch Type Body Grip / Paddle Body Grip / Paddle Body Grip / Paddle 

Overall Length 12-3/4” 12-3/4” 12-3/4” 

Weight (lbs.)  6 lbs. 6 lbs. 6.2 lbs. 

Includes 
4-1/2” Tool-Less Guard, 
Side Handle, Lock-Nut 

Wrench 

5” Tool-Less Guard, Side 
Handle, Lock-Nut Wrench

5” Tool-Less Guard, Side 
Handle, Lock-Nut Wrench

 



 
About Makita 

Makita is a worldwide manufacturer of industrial power tools, pneumatics and power equipment, 
and offers a wide range of industrial accessories. Makita U.S.A., Inc. is located in La Mirada, 
California, and operates an extensive distribution network throughout the U.S.A. With 50 years in 
the United States and over 100 years worldwide, Makita utilizes experience and expertise to 
manufacture best-in-class solutions. For more information about Makita U.S.A., call (800)4-
MAKITA or visit makitatools.com. Find Makita on Instagram, YouTube, Facebook, and Twitter 
@makitatools 
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